SEP-23-03 TUE 01:36 PM WORKMAN NYDEGGER & SEELE FAX NO. 00000000000000000000 P. 05 



CA 



IN THLi CLAIMS: 



1-23 (CUHcelled) 

24. (New) A multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lanyard substrate and 
selciclively couples lo an aUachmcnt to thereby form a lanyard syslem, tlie rauUi-part lanyard 
connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple conneclion poinU, the lanyard 
connector comprising: 

(A) a lanyard connector body comprising: 

a first body portion that is configured lo couple to a lanyard substrate, the first 
portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the 
first portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; and 

a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the fii-sl 
body portion, the second body portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion of the second body portion selectively coupling to the distal portion of the 
first body portion; and 

(B ) a neck extending distal ly from the distal portion of the first body portion, a 
distal portion of tlie neck being configured to be disposed within and couple to a portion of 
m attachment to thtreby form a lanyard system^ such that a user can selectively detach the 
lirst body portion from the secoiid body portion and can selectively detach an attachment 
from the distnlly extending i:icck, 

25. (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the first body portion 
sc^lccli vely buckles onto the second body portion. 
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26. (New) A lanyard connector as recited in cliiim 24, wherein the distal poition of 
tlic tirsL body portion comprises a female portion and the proximal portion of tho second 
body portion comprises a male portion, the male portion selectively buckling into ihc female 
portion. 

27. (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the distally extending 
neck enables the attachment to rotate about the neck. 

28. (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the distally extending 
neck comprises a split nccL 



29, (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the distally extending 
neck cojnprixes a split neck having first and second opposing tapering portions configured 
such tlint the tapering portions contact a portion of an attachment when the attachment is 



30. (Now) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the distally extending 
neck engages the attachment in a snap-fitting relationship. 

3 1 . (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 24, wherein the neck comprises a 
split neck comprising opposing right and lcJ\ neck mctnbcrs, each neck member comprising a 
thinner proximal n^ember and a distal, wider skirt member, wherein the pix>ximal members 
collectively form a proximal portion having a substantially circular cross section and the skirt 




monnied thereon. 
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incmbcrs collectively form a skirt portion which tapers proximal ly, widening as they proceed 
towflvd the hi!\yard connector body. 
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32, (New) A multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lanyard substrate and 
5icicctiveiy coupIe$ to an attaclmient to tliereby form a lanyard system, the muUi-pait lanyard 
connector enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection points, the lanyard 
connector conipri.^ing; 



a Jir$t body portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, the first 
portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the 
f iri>t portion is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate; and 



a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the firsl 
boily portion, the second body portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal porlion of the second body portion selectively coupling to the distal portion of the 
first body portion; and 

(B ) a split neck extending distally from the distal portion of the first body 
portion, a distal portion of the neck being configured to be selectively disposed within and 
couple to a portion of an altachment in a snap-fitting, rotating engagement, to thereby form a 
lanyard sysKmi, Ihe split neck having first and second opposing tapering portions configured 
sncli thiit the tapering portioiis contact a portion of an attachment when the attachment is 
mounted !hercon, such that a user can selectively detach the first body portion from the 
.secon<l body poilion and can selectively detach an attachment from the distally extending 
neck. 



(A) 



a lanyaid connector body comprising: 
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33. (New) A multi-part lanyard connector that couples to a lany^ird substrate and 
selectively couples to an attaclmiciit to thereby form a lanyard system, the multi-part lai\yard 
coimector enabling convenient diseneagcment at multiple connection points, the lanyard 
conneclor comprising: 

a female buckle portion that is configured to couple to a lanyard substrate, the 
female buckle portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal 
portion of the female buckle portion is configured lo couple to a lanyard substrate; 



a dual n^alc buckle portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the 
[emalc buckle portion, the dual male buckle portion having: (i) a proximal portion and a 
distal portion, the proximal portion of the dual male buckle portion comprising a plurality of 
proluberanccs tliat selectively couple to the distal portion of the female buckle portion; and 
(li) a (listally extending split neck extending from an opposing side of the dual male buckle 
parLion, the neck being configured to be disposed within and couple to a portion of an 
aKachmcnt in a snap-fUting, rotating engaging with the attachiTient, 

wherein the neck comprises a split neck comprising opposing right and left neck 
members, each neck member comprising a thinner proximal member and a distal, wider skirt 
member, the skirt members tapering and widening proximally, 

such that an attachment can be selectively* snap fit onto the split neck in rotati)ig 
engagement with the split neck and such that a user can stJiectively detach the male buckler 
portion Irom the female buckle portion and can selectively detach an attachment from the 
di.stally extending neck. 
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34. (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 33, wherein the male and female 
buckle portions are configured to be nonroUitably coupled to each other. 

35. (New) A lanyard connector as recited in claim 33, wherein the first and second 
protubcrance<i oacli have a proximal end and a distal end, the proximal end of each 
protuberance cntonng a respective recess in the female buckle portion wheji the male buckle 
portion is coupled to the female buckle portion, and wherein each protuberance includes a 
distally facing notched portion located between a respective proximal and distal end of each 
rcspLXiivc protuberance. 

36. (New) A lanyiU'd connector as recited in claim 35, wherein the distal ends of the 
protuberances exiend from opposing right and lefl: proximal surfaces of an elongate member. 
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37- (New) A lanyard, comprising: 
a laaycird subsirnle; and 

ci multi-part lanyard connector that couples lo the lanyard substrate and selectively 
couples to an attachment to thereby form a lanyard system, the multi-part lanyard connector 
enabling convenient disengagement at multiple connection points, the lanyard connector 
couipiising: 

(A) a lanyard connector body comprising: 

a tlrst body portion coupled to the lanyard substrate^ the first portion havmg a 
proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the proximal portion of the first portion 
couples to the hmyard substrate; and 

a second body portion that is configured to be selectively disengaged from the first 
body portion, the second body portion having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the 
proximal portion oT t)xc second body portion selectively coupling to tlie distal portion of the 
first body portion; and 

(B ) a neck extending distally from the distal portion of the first body portion, a 
distal portion of the neck being configured to be disposed witliin and couple to a portion of 
an attachment to tbereby form a lanyard system, such that a user can selectively detach the 
first body portion from the second body portion and can selectively detach an attachment 
from the dist?iUy extending neck. - 

38, (New) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, v^hcrcin die neck comprises a split neck. 
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y), (New) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the distal portion of the first 
body portion comprise^; a female portion and the proximal portion of tlic second body portion 
compriijos a tnalc portion, the male portion selectively buckling into the female portion. 

40- (New) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the distally extending neck 
comprises a split neck having first and second opposing tapering portions configured such 
that the tapering portions contact a portion of an attachment when the attachment is mounted 
thereon, wherein the distally extending neck engages the attachment in a $nap-fitling, rotating 
relationship- 

41 . (New) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the first body portion sclcclively 
buckles onto the second body portion, 

42. (New) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the distal portion of the first 
body portion comprises a female portion and the proximal portion of the second body portion 
coniprisesi i\ male portion, the male portion selectively buckling into the female portion. 

43. (New) A lanyard as recited in claim 42, wherein the male and female buckle 
portions are configured to be nonrotatably coupled to each other. 

(Now) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the first and second 
y)rotubcrancc5; each have a proximal end and a distal cnd^ the proximal end of each 
protuberance entering a respective recess in the female buckle portion when the male buckle 
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poriion is coupled to ihe female buckle portion, and wherein each protuberance includes a 
dislally facing notched portion located between a respective proximal and distal end of each 
rospeclive prolubcranee. 

45. (New) A lanyard as recited in claim 37, wherein the distal ends of the 
pmtnberanccii extend from opposing right and left proximal surfaces of the elongate member. 
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